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PYRRHOCORIDJE.
Like Lygaeidae, but without ocelli.
This family contains about 300 species, widely distributed
throughout the world. They are as a rule larger, from a
quarter inch to two inches in length, and more brightly coloured
than the Lygaeids, to which in general characters they are
similar. The chief point of distinction between the two
families is the absence of ocelli in the Pyrrhocorids. In several
species the membranous portion of the hemelytra is either
much abbreviated or entirely wanting, and the wings also
are absent. External sex recognition is difficult, except in
the case of Lohita grandis, in which the male has an abdomen
of about twice the usual length, and very long antennae.
As far as is known the life-history is more or less that of the
group. Eggs are laid on plants or on the bare ground. Both
nymphs and adults are, as far as can be ascertained, plant-
feeders, and may usually be seen feeding openly on the food-
plants. The number of broods a year varies according to
species and climate. One species is gregarious and has been
found living together in great numbers in depressions on the
bark of trees. Dysdercus cmgulatus also is often found living
gregariously on the silk-cotton plants in India. In common
with Lygaeids, Coreids,etc., Pyrrhocorids possess glands which
secrete an odoriferous fluid.
There is only one British species, belonging to the genus
Pyrrhocoris.
Regarding economic importance, the only species which
can really be termed pests are contained in one genus
(Dysdercus). These few species are known as the " cotton
stainers " and do considerable damage to the cotton in the
bolls by staining it a reddish tinge with their excreta. It is
also thought that they stain the cotton fibre before the boll
opens, by introducing a fungus through the medium of the
rostrum. There are about twelve species of these " stainers,"
of which perhaps the most important are D. cingulatus in
India, D. ruficollis in the West Indies, and D. suturellus in
U.S.A.